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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of ‘he Jews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 34. 





N this chapter it appears, that Moles and his god, who 

had fo often fallen out about trifles, become once 
more reconciled, and unite for re fupp! yinz y the tabl 
which Mofes had broken in his anger ; Bae this it feems 
muft be done in fecret. The people are to be kept in ig- 
norance, and all the marvelous operations and conjura- 
tions of the Jewifh god and Motes, are to be vizilantly 
concealed from popular infpeclion. In verfe 3, itis thus 
written, “ And no man fhall come up with thee, neither 
let any man be feen throughout all the mount.” It is 
very evident from the manner in which Motes conducted 
himfelf that he was deceiving the people ; that he did not 
fee God, and that he never had any converfation with 
him. Ifhe really held an intimate converfation with 
Jehovah, why did not he and his god come out bokily 
and bear teftimony before an apottate worid to the truth 
of their operations! But no, they muf Fy ays be by 
themfelves upon the mountain; this looks more Tike 
jugling and conjuring than like fair lines. Impofture 
makes high prctentions and conceals much; but integri- 
ty is open bold and candid. As we procee lin this chap. 
ter we find other matters of a cen!urable nature, comtra- 
dictory in themfelves and inconfiftent with the div) 
fe€tions. In the 6th verfe, itis faid, ** The Lord God, 
merciful and gracious long dufering, and abundant ia 
goadnefs and truth ;” and in the 7th verie, thefe mild 
attributes are placed in competition with the hieh charge 
of injuftice brought againft Jehovah. It is there faid. 
** vifiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third andto the fourth generation.”’ ‘This abo- 
minable doftrine, on which we had occafion to make re- 
marks when pafling over the celebrated Decalozue, is 
here renewed with uublufhing impudence, as if the cha, 
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racter of God migit be traduced with impunity, and his 
icluct funk velow human embecility and relentment. 
In the 4th verle of this chapter que Jewith Jehovah ob- 
tains a new name made out of a quality which had for- 
merly Deen aicribed to es but now entered upon the vo- 
cabulary of his names. ‘ For the Lord, whole r name 
1s jealous, is a jealous god.” 


Thebible-makers have deflroyed all rational confidence 
in the book by burdening the character of their god with 
a mats of deteftable attributes which would difgrace even 
the human {pecies. “Phe Lord is a jealous God! And 
of whom or what was he jealous? Had he any rival? 
Was he alarmed for his fuccefs, or was he anxious tor 
the ultimate defliny that awaited him? ‘This was impol- 
fible with the God of mature, and therefore the Jewith 
god mult hrve been a phantom. fabricated by ignorance 
and fuperftition. 














For tHE Prosrecr. 





In or about the year of our Lord 1710. a Swedifh Mif- 
onary preached afermon at an Indian treaty, in which 
fermon he fet forth original fin, the neceility of a media- 


tor, and endeavoured by certain arguments, to induce 
the Indians to embrace the { reer religion; after he 
had ended his difcourle, one of eat dian Chiefs made a 

fpeech in reply to the fermon, the difcour fe, on both fides, 


was made known by interpreters. Phe Mill lionary on 

his return to Sweden, pi bith d his termon and the In- 

dian’s anfwer, having writtea them in Latin, he ent 
{ 


r 
{ 


ed them to the Unwerfiry at Upfal, and defired them 
furnifh him with arguments, to confute fuch ftrong rea- 
foning of the Indian. Tae indians fpeech tranflated from 
the Latin, is asiollows. 

Since the fubject of his errand is to perfuade us to 
embrace a new doctrine, perhaps i¢ may not be amils 
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before we aflign him the reafons why we cannot comply 
with his requeft, to acquaint him what the grounds and 
principles of that religion which he would have us aban- 
don are. 

Our forefathers were under a ftrong perfuafion (as we 
aie) that thole that act well in this life, will be reward- 
ed in the next, according to the degree of their virtue. 
4.nd on the other hand, thole who behave wickedly here 
will undergo fuch panifhments hereafter, as are propor- 
tioned to the crimes they are guilty of, fags has been 
conitantly and invariably received and acknowledged for 
a truth through every fucceeding generation of our 21. 
ceftors. It could not then have taken its rile froin tables. 
Human fiGtion, however, artfully and plau libly contriv- 
ed, can never gain credit long amongit the pecple, wnere 
free enquiry is allowed, which was never denied by our 
anceftors, who on the contrary, thought it the facred, 
inviolable, natura - right of every man, to examine and 
judge for himfelf, therefore, we think it evident that our 


notion concerning Siete rewards and punifhments was 


= 


either revealed immediat ely irom heaven to iome of our 
foretathers, and from them deifcended to us: or that 


‘iu’ * 


was implanted in each of us at our creation, by the cre 


ae 
tor of all things. Whatever the method might have 
been, whereby God has been pleaied to make known } 
will, and give us a knowledge of our duty ; it! 


(till, in 
our fenfe, a divine revelation. Now we defire to propofe 
to him iome queftions. Does he betieve that our fore- 
fathers, men eminent for their piety, conflant and warm 
in the purfuitof virtue, hoping thereby to merit eternal 
happineis,.were all damned?) Does he think, that we, 
who are their zealous imitators im good works, and in- 
fluenced by the iame motives, earneitly endeavou uring 
with the greateft circum!pection, to tread the paths of in- 
tegrity, are in a ftate of dammation ? If thete be his fen- 
trments they are furely as mpiogg as they are bold ; 

daring. In the next place, we beg that he would explain 
himielf more particularly, co ncerning the revelation he 


talks of, if he admits of no other than what is contained 
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in his written book, the contrary is evident from what 
has been fhewn betore. But if he fays, that God has 
revealed himfelf tous, but not fufficient for our falvation. 
Then we ask, to what purpole fhould he have revealed 
himfelf to us in any wile? It is clear, that a revelation 
infuflicient to fave, cannot put us ina better condition, 
than we thot ul ; be in without any revelation at all. We 
cannot conccive that God would point out to us the end 
we ousht to aim at, without opening to us the way to 
arrive at that end. 

Put tuppoting our underftandings to be fo far illuminat- 
ed as to know it to be our duty to pleale God; who yet 
has Icftus under an incapacity of omg it. Will this 
Mitonary, therefore, concluc le, that we {hall be eter- 


nally damned? Will he take upon himfelf to pronounce 


* 


camnation againft us tor thofe things which he himfelt 


ed Eee were impoflible by us to be done? It is 
our opinion, that every man is poflefled with fufficient 
+a viedge for his own falvation. ‘The Almighty, for 
what we know, may have communicated himfelf to dif- 
ferent races of people,’in a diilerent manner. Some fay 
they have the will of God in writing; be it fo.—Their 
revel ation has no advantage above ours, fince both muft 
he eq ne y jufiictent to fave, or the end of a revelation 
ld be fruftrated. Befides, if they be both true, they 
> the fame in fubfance, and the difference can on- 
y be in the mode of the communication. —He tells us, 
here are many precepts in his written revelation, which 
we are en tirely i gnorant 0 f; but thofe written sr 
could only be defigned for thofe wio have the writing 
they cannot — ly regard us. 
Had ithe Almighty thought fo much knowledge necef- 
‘for our falvation, hia goodnefs would not have fo 
Snail deferred the communication of it to us, and to fay 
that in a matter fo neceflary he could not at one andthe 
jame time reveal himfelf to all mankind, is nothing lefs 
than an abfolute deni al of his omnipotence. Without 
doubt he can make his will manile{t, with, or without the 
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help of any book, or the afliftance of any brutifh man 
whatever. 

We fhall, in the next place, confider the arguments 
which arife from a confideration of Providence. If we 
be the work of God, which we prefume will not be deni- 
ed, it follows thence, that we are under the care and pro- 
tection of God, for it cannot’ be fuppoled that the Deity 
would abandon his own creatures, and be utterly regard. 
lefs of their welfare. ‘Then to fay the Almighty has per- 
mitted us to remain in a fatal error through fo many azes 
is to reprefent him as a tyrant. 

How is it confifient with his juftice to force life upon 
a race of mortals without their conient, and thento damn 
them eternally, without opening to them a door oi lalva- 
tion: Our conceptions of the gracious God are moie 
noble; and we think that thofe that teach otherwile, do 
little lefs than blafpheme. Again, it is through the care 
and goodne(s of the Almighty, that from the beginning 
of time, through many generations to this day, our 
names have been unblotted out by our enemies, un- 
reduced to nothing, by the fame care we now enjoy our 
lives, are furnifhed with the neceflary means of preferv- 
ing thofe lives ; but all thofe things are trifling compar- 
ed with our falvation. ‘Therefore, fince God has been fo 
careful of us in matters of litle confequence, it would be 
abfurd to think that he has negleGed us in cafes of th 
greateft importance : admit that he has forfaken us, yet 
it could not have been without a juft caule. 

Let us fuppofe that a heinous crime was committed 
by one of our anceflors, like to that which happened a- 
mong another fort of people, in fuch a cafe God would 
certainly have punifhed the criminal, but would never 
involve us, who are innocent, in his guilt; thofe who 
think otherwife, muft make the Almighty a very whim. 
fical, ill natured being. 

Once more;—are the Chrifticns more virtuous, or 
rather, are they not more vicious than. we are? If fo, 
how comes it to pafs that they are objects of Ged’s bene- 
ficence, while we are neglected? Does the Deity con. 
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- fer his favours without reafon, and with io much partia- 
lity? In aword, we find the Chriftians much more de- 
praved in their morals than ourfelves; and we judge of 
their dottrine by the badnets of their lives. 
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But do you think that in places where they might writ® 
and {peak fecurely, we fhould have fo much the advan- 
tave of them’ Among the doctors of the Sorbonne, it 1S 
as clear as day-light, that the predictions concerning the 
Meffizh relate to Jelus Chrift. Among the Rabbins at 
Anifterdam, it isjuft as evident they have no relation 
to him. I thall never believe that I have acquired a fuf- 
ficient acquaintance with the arguments of the Jew, till 
they compofe a free and independent flate, and have their 
fchools and univerfities, where they may talk and dif- 
courle with freedom and impunity. Till then, we can 
never truly know what - ‘y have to fay. 

At ¢ Conftantinople, t e Turks make known their reas 
fons, and we durit not oablith ours: there itis our turn 
tofubmit. Ifthe Turks + ih : of us to pay to Maho. 
net, in whom wedo not belie the fame refpect which 
we require the Jews to pay Jefus Chrift, in whom they 
believe as little; can the ‘Turks be in the wrong, and we 
in the right?) On what principles of equity can we re- 
folve that queftion, in our own favour? 

‘Two thirds of mankind are neitner Jew, Mahometans 
nor Chriltians; how many millions of men, therefore, 
wihonever heard ot Mofes, of Jelus Chrift, or of Maho. 
met! Will this be demied ? Wall it be faid that our 
mnillionaries are dilperled over the face of the whole earth? 
This indeed is eafily athrmed ; but are there any of 
them in the interior of Atrica, where no European had 
ever yet penetrated? Do they travel through the in- 
jand parts of Tartary, or follow on UP at, the wan- 
dering Hords, whom no {tranger ever approaches, and 
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who, fo far from having heard of the Pope, hardly know 
any thing of their own Grand Lama? Do our miflion- 
aries traverle the immente continent of America, where 
there are whole nations {till ignorant that the people of 
another world have fet foot on theirs? Are there any 
of them in Japan,. from whence their ill-benaviour hath 
banifhed them for ever, and where the fame of their pre- 
deceilors is tranfmitted to fucceeding generations, as that 
of artful knaves, who, under cover of a religious zeal, 
wanted to make themfelves imperceptibly mafters of the 

empire? Do they penetrate into the harams of the Afi- 
atic princes, to preach the golpel to millions of wretch- 
ed flaves! What will become of the women, in that part 
of the world, for want of a miflionary to preach the gotpel 
tothem? Mutt every one of them go to hell for being 
a reclule? 

But were it true that the gofpel is preached in every 
part of the earth, the difficulty is not removed. On the 
éve preceding the arrival of the firft miflionary in any 
country, fome one perfon of that country expired without 
hearing the glad tidings. Now what muft we do with 
this one perion ! s there but afingle individual in the 
whole univerle, to whl the golpel of Chrift is not made 
known, the obje€tion which pretents itfelf, on account 
of this one perion, 1s as cogent as if it included a fourth 
part of the human race. 

Again, luppoling the minifters of the gofpel a@ually 
prefent and preaching in thofe diftant mations, how can 
they reafonably expect to be believed on their own word, 
and that their hearers will not {crmpuioully require 2 con 
firmation of what they teach? Might not any one oi 
the latter very reafonably fay to them, ‘ You tell me 
of a God who was born and put to death near two theu- 
fand years ago, at the other end of the world, and in 
know not what ob{cure town ; afluring me that all thole 
who do not believe in this myflerious tale are damned. 
‘Thele are things too ftrange to be credited on the fole au- 
thority of a man, who is himieli a perfect itranger. 
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Why hath your God brought thofe events to pafs, of 
which he requires me to be inftructed, at fo great a dif- 
tance? Isitacrime tobe igaorant of what pafles at the 
Antipodes ? Is it poflible for me to divine that there 
exited, in the other hemifphere, the people of the Jews, 
andthe city of Jerufalem? I might as well be required 
to know what happened in the moon. You are come, 
you fay, to inform me; but why did you-not come time 
enough to inform my father? Or why do you damn 
that good old man, becaufe he knew nothing of the mat- 
ter?) Mauit he be eternally punifhed tor vour delay? he 
who was fo jult, fo beneve er it, and fo defirous of know- 
ing the truth! Be honeft, and fi ippole yourfelf in my 
place- Do you think, upon your teftimony alone, that 
I can believe all thefe incredible things you tell me? or 
reconcile fo much injuftice with the character of that 
jult God, whom you pretend to make known? Let me 
firft, I pray you, go and fee this diltant country, where 
fo many miracles have happened, totally unknown here. 
Let me go and be well informed why the inhabitants of 
that jerulaiem pretumed to treat God like a thief or a 
murderer ? 

They didnot, you will fay, acknowledge his divinity. 
How then can IJ, who never have heard of him, but 
from you? You add, that they were punifhed, difperf- 
ed, and led into captivity ; not one of them ever ap- 
proaching their former city. Afluredly they deferved 
all this : batits prefent inhabitants, what fay they of the 
unbelief and deicide . their predeceflors? They deny 
it, and acknowledge the divinity of the facred perfonage 
juit as little as did its anctent inhabitants. 


To be continued. 
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